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This work edited for the first time from manuseripts was
beyond the easy reach of scholars as well as Vaishnavas ingpita
of its a,éknowledged importance. The body of the treatise i
a compilation of about 1000 slokas cilled out from among the
18000 slokas of the Bhagavata executed in such s way as to
bring out, establish, explain, and illustrate in its several chap-
ters those subjects that were caleulated as important by
Vopadeva from the Vaishnava standpoint. There are topics
in the treatise touched in other Vaishnava works, but the
-elicitation of those topics from the seattered verses of the
Bhagavata, which hardly -strike a reader as pointing to a
definite conclusion, or forming part of a co-ordinate whole,
imparts much interest to the chapters. There are agaln topics
which are treated nowhere at all in Vaishnava, literature, or so
well treated as in this work e, g. the subject-matter of chapter

VII, or that of chapter XI.© A rearrangmenet of the slokas of
the Bhagavata may appear at first sight to be an easy task,
but it is really such as could only be effected by a scholar comb-
ining in himself the genius and intellectual calibre of the
grammarian Vopadeva with his devotional depth as a Vaishna-
vite, - o
~ The commentary Karvalya-dipika of Hemadri, the famous,
author of the encyclopedic treatise Uhcxturvamga-ckin’ammni.
and the Chief Secretary of the Yadava kings of Devagiri, is a
brilhant exposition of the aforesaid slokas of the Bhagavaita
arranged by Vopadeva. \,

It is not intended at present to speak in further details |
either of Vopadeva or of Hemadri, the characteristics of their
writings generally, or their performance in the present ins-
tance nor to put before the reader the principles of Vaishna.
»i8m, a kno wledge of which is essential to a clear realization of
the meaning, bearing, or importance of the subjects dealt with
in this work. These details will be handled in connection with
the second part of this treatise, - o
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